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Reva 


Student guards 
gain professional 
complement, 
supervision 


BY DAN POSTMA 
The Redeemer force is 
seeing some new faces, members of 
The respected 
Canadian security company, brought 
in to supervise student guards and to 
build an improved training program 
for first-time and returning officers. 
While the highly-qualified, professional 
Commissionaires bring a level of 
reliability that may not have been 
possible with a student force, guards 
and students alike share concerns that 
the approachability of the force, and its 
rapport with students, is decreasing, 
and as a result campus incidences are 
being reported less. 

For most of Redeemer’s history, until 
this past summer, the security force 
was an entirely student-run operation: 
from bottom to top, the entire chain 
of command comprised of 
students. While this sufficed during 
the school’s formative years, with 
smaller on-campus populations, some 
of Redeemer’s administrators began 
to see a need for the security force to 
be streamlined, improving standards 
of accountability, 
and reliability. This culminated in 
the summer of 2003 with the hiring 
Cliff Degner, 
who was charged with taking over 
security supervision duties from Plant 
Director Ralph Hart, as well laying 
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the groundwork for a new training 
program for student guards. Later in 
the semester, a second Commissionaire, 
Tom Brennan, joined the force. The 
decision to hire outside professionals 
was made jointly by administrators 
from Human Resources, Student Life, 
Finance and Plant Security. 

When asked by The Crown for his 
perspective on the structural changes 
in the security force, Hart emphasized 
that the transition had been painful for 
many people, particularly because the 
old methods of administering security 
solely by students had been in place 
for so long. Hart also remarked that 
asking students to perform security 
without direction and _ supervision 
had been unfair from the start, and 
that these changes were long overdue. 
He noted, “We want security training 
to be a value-added program: we 
want graduated guards to have 
learned much through training and 
professional supervision; we want to 
offer educational opportunities.” 

Among the guards, however, 
reaction to the changes has been 
“mixed” at best. Several guards 
expressed concern that their positions 
were being replaced by “professionals,” 
with little warning or explanation from 
their superiors. In addition, some 
current and former guards maintain 
that the overall campus coverage and 
effectiveness of the force has decreased 
as a result of the structural changes. 
One current guard who wishes to 
remain anonymous complained that 
many outdoor patrols are now done by 
single guards alone: “The officer can’t 
insure his own safety, and therefore 
those around him (or her) if he’s by 
himself. Also, we only do rounds of 
the ‘visible’ campus now. After dark, 
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on in the back of our campus.” 
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less approachable. Whereas 
student guards have natural 
rapport with other students, 
and helpful _ perspectives 
on student life, the new 
Commissionaires may find 
their professional status to be 
a detriment, as students fear 
bringing concerns to people | 
not really connected to them. 
Argues another current guard, 
“Our current structure seems 
to have put a_ formidable 
barrier between the security 
guards and the students, 
which I don’t think has been 
effective at all.” 

Hart acknowledges the 
need to continue employing 
student guards, knowing they 
are part of the student body, in 
touch with issues important 
to their peers, and better 
connected than, perhaps, a 
Commissionaire can be, Still, 
he argues that the néed for 
outside supervision was of the 
utmost importance 

Future plans for §@curity include 
increased COVE f next year, 
particularly during key evening 
hours, and the hope that in a few 
years, on-call security can be entirely 
phased out and replaced by on-duty 
officers. While both student guards 
and Commissionaires will increase in 
number on next year’s force, the ratio 
of student hours to Commissionaire 
hours will remain at approximately 
D/ol. 


Endorsing Masochism: Is Reality T.V. 
Perverting our Generation? 


How can pain, 
gross-out gags and 
destruction seem 
funny? 


BY HAYLEY MORGAN 


On a television screen, two young, 
men stand by as a third rides a 
bicycle towards the forceful stream 
of a high-powered fire hose. As he 
passes through the jet of pressurized 
water, he topples from the bike, 
which is thrown across the parking, 
lot, and drops to the concrete. The 
bystanders laugh hysterically, and 
the fallen man stands up, soaking 
wet, clutching his injured arm. The 
young adult viewers watching the 
television also laugh, and continue 
to laugh as the action is repeated 
several times. Each time, the biker 
rides closer and closer to the hose, 
and each time he falls harder than 
the last. 

The incident I am referring, to is 
not the viewing of any torture ritual 
or initiation, nor is it an isolated 
event. As you may know, it is 
actually one of the tamer examples 
of the kind of reality entertainment 
that makes human endurance and 
tolerance of pain a commodity. | 
regret to say that I have found it 
difficult to avoid laughing when I 
see this type of show, and I struggle 


with the origins of such laughter. 

The most popular television 
show within this genre of daredevil 
stunts and disgusting tricks is MTV's 
Jackass. This show, headed up by 
the fearless Johnny Knoxville, has 
become so popular that its concept 
was transformed into a feature- 
length motion picture. The movie 
takes the reckless pranks from 
the television show to a new level 
of shock value. “Imagine a room 
full of immature junior high boys 
during a sleep-over, add a heavy 
curse gross out 
gags, plenty of male nudity, and self 
inflicting pain. Now you have all the 
information you need to know about 
Jackass: The Movie,” writes one critic 
(christiananswers.net). The stunts are 
deliberately meant to be unnatural, 
shocking, repulsive, and offensive. 
One scene shows a character getting, 
someone to give him paper cuts 
between his fingers and toes, Many 
of the scenes which do not directly 
show the infliction of pain involve 
urination, defecation, and vomiting, 
all of which are portrayed to suggest 
that they are humourous. 

The antics of the hosts, though 
vulgar and dangerous, are strangely 
accepted as quite harmless. Many 
viewers thinks it’s just funny, and 
even those, like myself, who find its 
entire concept absolutely disgusting, 
can't help but laugh if they happen 
to catch a few seconds of it. Many 
of my Christian peers see nothing 
wrong with watching a show like 
this. Members of the targeted 
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audience -- preteen, teen, and young 
adult males-- have indeed become 
fascinated by its arcane appeal. It’s 
funny, so they think that maybe it’s 
okay to watch. 

“It’s a lousy behavioural example 
for today’s youth. But it’s also 
incredibly funny,” justifies one critic 
on a Yahoo! movie review website 
(reel.com). Another from the same site 
explains the experience of watching 
the movie as “provoking a spasm of 
revulsion that mutates into shocked, 
involuntary laughter.” What is it 
about these degrading situations 
that makes viewers laugh? I’m not 
sure if there is a logical answer, 
and if we don't understand why 
we are laughing, how can we justify 
watching it? Moreover, how can 
such blatant masochism be blindly 
accepted as entertainment, especially 
by Christians? 

Masochism, though — usually 
used in reference to abusive sexual 
activity, is also used to describe 
“any pleasure derived from being 
abused or humiliated.” This 
simple description defines Jackass 
perfectly. A concerned writer at the 
Christian Critic website contends, 
“I frankly don’t see the point of 
watching people debase or demean 
themselves and others. Without 
trying to be judgmental, what does it 
say about us a8 a people that we can 
be amused by watching someone 
purposely hurt himself? Granted, 
some of the ways they’ ve invented to 
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Commissionaire Sgt. Tom Brennan and student guard Wayne 
DeBoer do their rounds in Redeemer’s academic building. 
The addition of guards from Canada’s top security agency has increased 
professionalism and reliability on the squad, but sparked concern among 
guards and students alike. 


mped Security Force Sparking Concern 
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Student Senate Thankful 
for Successful Semester 


Transit contracts, 
candidates debate 
and City Kidz day 
highlight great fall 


BY EMILY SLOTEGRAAF 


The bringing in of the New Year is 
always a time of reminiscing and of 
looking to the future. We on Student 
Senate are anticipating 2004 and the 
excitement and changes that it will 
bring. 

The semester began with an 
on-campus retreat run by Christa 
Hesselink, giving us some much- 
needed training and confidence. As a 
group, we were a little apprehensive 
coming in due to our inexperience, 
but now we can confidently state 
that we are eager and prepared 
to face 2004 and its issues. As we 
look back, we are pleased with the 
progress that we have made so far. 

First semester was full of 
challenges, accomplishments, and 
difficult decisions. The first issue on 
our agenda was the infamous budget 
meeting. Although the Saturday 
meeting was lengthy, it was full 
of great discussion, good laughs, 


and some much-needed bonding 
time. The end result: clubs, sports 
teams, and Church-in-the-Box with 
sufficient budgets to run smoothly 
and efficiently. 

Another major issue which 
Senate debated pertained to student 
transportation. Before the semester 
even began, way back in the middle 
of the summer, Senate struggled 
with the weight of students’ 
transportation needs. Where could 
we find the best service for students 
within our budget? The original 
discussions and decisions took place 
via e-mail, and although this was a 
difficult way to communicate, we 
believe that we came up with the best 
way to meet students’ transportation 
needs. We were happy and proud to 
announce that the HSR and Attridge 
contracts were completely finalized 
and signed this past semester. We 
were also excited to oversee the 
installation of the new bus shelter 
that was generously donated to us 
by the Alumni Board. 

One of the many events Senate 
sponsored and organized was the 
All-Candidates Debate in September. 
This was very exciting for us because 
it was an opportunity to serve our 
surrounding community and to host 
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COMMENTARY 


Self-Plagiarism: 
An Oxymoronic Concept 


Editorial 


section of Dalhousie University’s 
regulations calendar, self-plagiarism 
is defined as “the submission of 
work by a person which is the same 
or substantially the same as work for 
which he or she has already received 
academic credit.” This is a rather 
vague criterion; a student can’t get 
double the value out of one paper 
without being called a cheater. The 
question is, why not? Whatis it about 
an essay that makes it impossible to 
replicate honestly? In most other 
spheres of life, doing half the work 
and achieving the same results is 
commended, not condemned. Why 
is scholarly work different? 
Dalhousie’s calendar goes on to 
note, “The University attaches great 
importance to the contribution of 
original thought to scholarship.” 
That's fine, it sounds like a great 
ideal. But self-plagiarism implies 
that original thought has already 
been accomplished; the foul is in 
its replication. Why is this such a 
problem? If a student is taking, for 
example, a political science course 
and a history course, and a paper 
on “The Decline of Communism in 
Soviet Russia” fits the bill for both 
courses, why should the student 
be discouraged from producing an 
original, scholarly paper for both in 
one shot? Indeed, theoretically the 


BY DAN POSTMA 


In defense of his repetitive filming 
techniques, Alfred Hitchcock once 
claimed, “Self-plagiarism is style.” 
It has been said that this fed ammo 
to his enemies, who accused him 
of rehashing similar plots over 
and over to continue selling out 
theatres. I’m sure Hitchcock could 
find sympathetic ears among 
musical composers, such as J. S. 
Bach and G. F. Handel, both of 
whom repeatedly employed similar 
or identical themes in their music, 
establishing motifs throughout 
individual pieces, major works and 
even between separate, unrelated 
compositions. For a composer or 
a director, reusing what he has 
already accomplished is often a 
foundational technique. 

Self-plagiarism is style? This 
idea is decidedly unpopular in 
academic circles. Professors decry 
it as a process that stymies original 
thought, and most universities 
have specific sections in their 
calendars or constitutions defining 
and outlawing the plagiarism of 
one’s own work. This prohibition 
is usually for a couple of reasons. 


Firstly, it is argued that self- same amount of effort can be poured 
plagiarism violates the ethical spirit into producing one excellent paper 
of scholarly research - original or two average papers. At the very 


least, even if the workload of the 
student is cut in half, why is this a 
bad thing? Time management seems 
to be a skill encouraged at every turn 
except this one. 

The second argument against 
self-plagiarism, which is that it 
deceives the reader, is even more 
problematic. Simply, I wonder why 
the reader should care if he is in 
the first, second or tenth audience, 


thought is expected to be invested 
into each paper, and in cases where 
it is not, critics say the student 
and the professor have both been 
cheated. The second argument is 
that self-plagiarism deceives the 
reader, when the author tries to 
pass off as unpublished a work that 
has already been released. I have 
problems with both arguments. 
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if the level of enlightenment is 
equal. Similarly, though more 
dangerously, I would question 
why self-plagiarism is sometimes 
acceptable if both professors are 
aware of the situation and agree 
to it. 

Redeemer’s academic calendar 
includes in its definition of 
plagiarism, “The submission of 
work for which previous credit 
has been obtained, unless the 
previously submitted work has 
been presented as such to the 
instructor of the second course 
and has been deemed acceptable 
for credit by the instructor of that 
course.” Why should a professor 
care if he is the first to receive a 
paper, as long as it is the student's 
own work? 

This brings us to perhaps 
the seminal question: what is a 
professor's purpose in assigning 
a paper? Is the purpose merely to 
create workload for the student? I 
have heard one student condemn 
self-plagiarism by saying that it 
defies a professor's expectation that 
students invest a certain amount 
of effort into a specific course, In 
this case, there can be no defense: 
if a professor requires papers 
only to keep students occupied, 
self-plagiarism is in _ direct 
contravention. On the other hand, 
if the professor is trying to get the 
student to think critically about 
an issue and produce the result 
of that thought, it should not be a 
problem if the student has already 
performed that critical thought, 
even if it was in another course. 

Self-plagiarism is an oxymoron, 
a contradiction in terms. Hitchcock 
and Handel would , argue that 
acceptable, bu 
agree. «? 
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BY KATHLEEN SEAGRAM 


On New Year's Eve, one of my 
friends mused that one reason why 
New Year’s has been made into such 
a big deal is because people have 
regrets that they think they can leave 
with the old year, and that they can 
start fresh at the beginning of the 
new year. But in fact, the new year 
has no power to remove regret or to 
aid a person in starting the coming 
year in a better fashion. New Year's 
resolutions are human attempts at 
change. 3 

Fortunately for us, the desire to 
start anew does not need to depend 
on a calendar. The Father’s mercies 
are new every morning, and Christ 
has made a way for the redemption 
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REC CENTRE UNDER NEW 
MANAGEMENT 


Dear Editor, 

My name is Michael Trolly, and 
I will be serving as Rec Centre 
coordinator for this semester. Last 
year, I lived in Dorm 31, and so the 
Rec Centre was right outside my 
back door. I have always been fond 
of the place partly for that reason, 
and I have wanted to work there 
for a while. Our first order of 
business is to deal with several staff 
changes in the middle of the year. 
Last semester's coordinator, Sam 
Martin, and employee Jen VanBreda 
have both left to study in the United 
Kingdom for the semester, and we 
also lost one other staff member. We 
hope to have filled these vacancies 
by the time you read this and to have 
hit the ground running. So, what 
great things do we have planned for 
this upcoming semester? 

As in the past, the Rec Centre will 
be a home for concerts and other 
special events, but I would also like 
to work with you, the student body, 
to make it a great place for spur-of- 
the-moment hanging out, goofing 
off, and studying. We plan to have 
the pool cues re-tipped, and we will 
be discussing other improvements 
to Rec Centre equipment as a 
committee. The upper level of the 
Rec Centre is a comfortable place for 
playing games with friends or just 
chatting, and we are always looking 
for ways of putting it to good use. 
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New Year 


of our folly by the shedding of his 
blood. Thus we can lay our regrets 
at the foot of the cross and start 
anew, every day. We can go to bed 
each night seeking forgiveness for 
that day’s sin or pause in the middle 
of the day to repent for a jealous 
or judgmental thought or act. We 
have been grafted into a family that 
celebrates God’s mercy for each new 
day. 

This concept, though not new, is 
a helpful reminder that we function 
differently than the rest of the world 
because we have a different Father. 
In scripture, we are reminded 


that “Because of the Lord’s great 
love we are not consumed, for his 
compassions never fail. They are 
new every morning; great is your 
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Editor 


A monthly euchre tournament has 
been requested and we’re working 
on making that happen. If anybody 
is interested in helping to organize 
any type of tournament or game 
(anyone up for an Axis and Allies 
or Risk night?), let me or one of the 
other staff members know. . 

I invite you to share your ideas 
with us so that we can ensure that 
there is always something for you to 
do at the Rec Centre. Also, please let 
us know what events have happened 
in the past that you would like to see 
again. If you enjoyed a concert at 
the Rec Centre in the past and you 
would like to suggest having that 
artist back, please let us know, and 
tell us if you are interested in putting 
on a concert yourself. 

The staff and the Rec Centre 
committee are committed to 
making sure that the Rec Centre 
is a welcoming and friendly place 
where all Redeemer students can 
come and feel at home. My personal 
vision is for the Rec Centre to be the 
first place students think of going 
when they need something to do. 
Why don’t you drop in and visit us 
tonight? In addition to a big screen 
TV and a DVD player, pool, ping- 
pong, and air hockey tables, we have 
computers, if you feel like checking 
your e-mail or even getting some 
work done. We have lots of comfy 
couches and chairs, and lots of 
snacks for sale. See you soon. 


- Michael Trolly 


faithfulness” (Lamentations 3: 
22-23 NIV). The New Year offers 
no power for us to start over, but 
because of God’s love we can find 
the compassion to begin again each 
new day, not simply each new year. 
The world’s hope for cleansing each 
year is not only a hope without 
power or truth, but is much less than 
what God offers to his children: a 
fresh start with each New Day. 

In the Liturgy of the Church in 
which I was raised, we are reminded 
of God's ability to refill us each day. 
Part of the Anglican Collect on The 
Octave Day of Christmas, namely 
New Year's Day, reads: “Grant that 
we being regenerate, and made thy 
children by adoption and grace, may 
daily be renewed by thy Holy Spirit; 
through the same our Lord Jesus 
Christ” (The Book of Common Prayer, 
1962, Canada). Yesterday is over, 
and so is its portion; it is a new day, 
and we need more of God today. 
This is made available to us through 
Jesus Christ. Not only do we have 
the option of daily starting anew, it is 
recommended to us that we start the 
new day by being renewed by the 
Holy Spirit. The indwelling of the 
Holy Spirit can then be the power 
that makes this day better than the 
last, that strengthens us to live in a 
more God-honouring way than we 
did yesterday. 

So be 
encouraged that 
though you may 
have made and 
already _—_ broken 
a New Year's 
resolution, as 
Christians we have 
a greater hope. By 
God's grace and 
compassion, today 
is a new day. His 
mercies are new 
for today, and His 
Spirit has more for 
you today. So be 
filled, and Happy 
New Day to you 
all! «? 
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The Link to the 
Blogging World 


One-click publishing 
power proves 
alluring to many 


BY BRIAN DIJKEMA, 
swer tctansial 


One of the more interesting 
examples of the popular use of the 
internet is the growing number 
of people who have taken up the 
hobby, passion, pastime, practice 
of blogging. It has even managed 
to catch on in the Redeemer 
community. In the past year, there 
have been a host of blogs popping 
up from students and staff within 
the Redeemer community. 

So what, exactly, is a blog? A 
blog can take a number of different 
forms, but there are a number of 
things that are common to them 
All. The easiest way to describe 
them is as an online journal or 
discussion board. Through the 
use of online servers such as 
BlogSpot, would-be bloggers can 
sign up and instantly have a forum 
in which they can post thoughts 
on their personal lives, politics, 
school, current events, professors, 

eir favourite music, and virtually 

ything else. 
' As you might see from the varied 
description of blogs, there are 
virtually no limits to what can be 
done with them. In fact, this is one 
of the most interesting aspects of 
blogging. Individual blogs tend to 
take on a personal quality to them. 
It is quite rare indeed to find a blog 
that looks like another. A quick 
browse through the thousands of 
blogs online will result in a host 
of different looks and content. 
Some blogs are primarily visual; 
posting digital pictures of nature, 
urban life and portraits. Others are 
used as forums for the discussion 
of current events and ideas. Still 
others.document the daily events 
in the lives of their authors. A 
common sight on such a blog is 
the type of music that the author is 


listening to, and the mood that is 
upon them, or the latest book that 
the author is reading. 

The unique character of blogs 
does not mean that every blog 
exists in an inaccessible corner 
of the web. One can easily find 
blogging communities. Since blogs 
are an online forum, communities 
are formed through hyperlinks 
connecting blogs to one another. 
And since many blogs also feature 
systems whereby readers can 
comment on the material posted, 
a blog often turns into a great 
forum for discussion amongst 
interested communities and 
individuals. The worth of this is 
increased by the fact that readers 
from all over the globe can access 
the forum as long as there is a 
nearby internet connection. Blogs 
often move beyond introspective 
local debate to incorporate 
opinions and insights from those 
in different countries, cultures 
and backgrounds! In fact, during 
the American campaign in Iraq, 
an Iraqi blogger made headlines 
reporting on the invasion, as the 
bombs fell in his neighbourhood, 
using his blog. Even now, there are 
a number of relief workers in Bam, 
Iran who are documenting their 
work in digging the city out from 
the massive earthquake it suffered 
over Christmas. 

How does one start a blog? 
The easiest way is to go to a site 
that offers free blog sites, such as 
www.blogger.com. It offers step- 
by-step instructions on how to 
set up your blog and how to link 
to other sites. Wondering how to 
get involved in a community that 
blogs for a purpose? Try checking 
the blogs of those in the Redeemer 
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Celebs’ Lives an 
Unworthy Diversion 


How can gossip and 

scandals keep wars 

and social crises out 
of the headlines? 


BY NATALIE ARMSTRONG & 
LOUIZANDRE DAUPHIN 


What's so fascinating about the 
lives of celebrities? As the world 
seemingly moves towards a greater 
sense of enlightenment and thought, 
why is such a great amount of media 
coverage devoted to the blatantly 
un-news-worthy “Lifestyles of the 


Rich and Famous?” 
Let’s be honest —”Wacko Jacko” 
is clogging the media pipeline to the 


point where we can barely read our 
morning paper without gagging 
on our Froot Loops®. This is just 
too much! We want to know why 
this washed-up pop-singer takes 
precedence over our increasing 
hydro bills, or better yet, our ever- 
problematic education system. 
Or in international news, David 
Beckham and wife Posh Spice’s 
hotel antics take priority over the 
issues in Iraq, for some purpose that 
we have yet to understand. Again 
we ask, what is so fascinating about 
the problems of an over-rated soccer 
star and some has-been Euro-Pop 
icon? Are there not more pressing 
issues to be reported? While the 
media dwells on N’Sync’s Justin 
Timberlake and Cameron Diaz’ 
plans to get hitched, the fact that 328 
men might be at risk of contracting 
Hepatitis B, C or HIV due to poorly 
sterilized surgical equipment 
used in Brantford, Ontario, is 
much less known. One of these is 
newsworthy, while the other should 
only be found in tabloids or other 
mindless publications like People 


extracurricular 


are in their own lives. To prove this 
point, let's take a look at our local 


Reality TV: Discerning the Inane and Awful 


CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1 


inflict pain and suffering are unique 
and often shocking, but amusing? 
Not by any standard of which I’m 
aware” (christiancritic.com). 

The movie runs a disclaimer at 
the beginning, which advises the 
viewers not to try any of the stunts 
at home. However, this warning 
is not supported by anything else 
about the movie. It may as well be 
screaming “Do this!” because the 
people who star in it are no closer 
to being professional stunt men 
than any average teenager, yet they 
receive popularity and money for 
their stupidity. What does this tell the 
young, male, teenage minds about 
pulling disgusting and dangerous 
pranks? It tells them that being 
funny is more important than being 
safe, civilized, or respectful. | know 
a nineteen-year-old male who, since 
watching Jackass, has started making 
his own videos of foolish antics and 
humiliating or destructive pranks. 
He has put copies up for auction 
on eBay, and they always sell right 
away. Every new stunt that he pulls is 
dubbed by his friends as “awesome” 
or “hilarious.” He and his brother 
have been suspended several times 
for their constant, disrespectful, 
attention-getting behaviour at 
school. They are otherwise-pleasant 
boys who love the Lord, yet they 
get enjoyment from things such as 
putting a homemade pipe bomb into 
a dead raccoon’s mouth, blowing up 
a microwave oven and defecating on 
a mall skylight. Both boys retell their 
stories with pride and laughter. 

Perhaps I am just an ignorant 
female. Boys will be boys, right? We 
should expect such behaviour from 
those competitive, testosterone- 
ridden males. Yet, I think that we 
need to realize things are getting 
out of hand. What I am suggesting 
is that entertainment like “Jackass” 
has no place in the life of a Christian, 
male or female. It is rude, crude 
and destructive, and it is negatively 
influencing the youth of this 
generation. 


Now, I need to make it clear that 
I am not a legalistic super-Christian 
who turns off the television if she 
hears the word “gay” orstops reading 
a book because the characters swear. 
I am not suggesting that Christians 
read, watch or listen only to 
“Christian” books, movies or songs. 
As Syd Hielema discusses in his 
article, “The Trouble With Purity,” 
too often Christians take Philippians 
4:8 as absolute: “Whatever is true, 
whatever is noble, whatever is right, 
whatever is pure, whatever is lovely, 
whatever is admirable — if anything 
is excellent or praiseworthy -- think 
about such things.” Hielema argues 
that Paul does not mean we should 
think only on such things; let the 
true and noble aspects of life become 
the firm foundation, he says, but 
allow the “secular” media to have 
a place also. He suggests that arts 
which “properly serve as mirrors in 
which we recognize the depravity 
of our own lives and culture” can 
make us stronger Christians. A lack 
of purity can be counteracted by an 
underlying portrayal of grace and 


The lack of purity in Jackass, 
however, is not counteracted by 
anything even remotely 
I see the depravity of the stars’ lives, 
but they don’t see it, and neither 
do many of the fans. I see no hope 
offered, or even the need for it 
indicated. What | see is a form of 
entertainment based on shock value 
which will ultimately desensitize 
its viewers to senseless obscenity. 
The shock value of each prank must 
outdo the last to keep the viewers 
interested. In an article entitled “A 
Desensitized Society Drenched in 
Sleaze,” Jeff Jacoby reflects about 
why the first pornographic film he 
saw, at age seventeen, made him 
blush and leave the theatre ashamed, 
while today he is hardly affected by 
explicit sexuality in the media. “I've 
become jaded,” he explains, “and if 
a decade and a half of being exposed 
to this stuff can leave me jaded — 
with my background, my religious 
schooling, my disciplined origins 


— what impact does it have on kids 
and young adults who have never 
been sheltered from anything?” 
We have gotten so used to seeing 
obscene material that it no longer 
seems wrong for us to watch it. 
What needs to be exercised here is 
discernment. Sure, watching Jackass 
can bring you a few laughs, but what 
is it doing to you? You may think it 
has no effect on your sensitivity, 
but are you still as shocked as the 
first time you saw it? There are 
hundreds of Bible passages that I 
could use to rt and explain 
what is good and what is bad, what 
is “Christian” behaviour and what is 
pagan or foolish; but there are two 
which seem to capture the essence 
of this investigation fully. The first 
is Ephesians 5:3-4, which states, 
“But among you there must not be 
even a hint of sexual immorality, 
or of any kind of impurity, or of 
greed, because these are improper 
for God’s holy people. Nor should 
there be obscenity, foolish talk or 
coarse joking, which are out of 
place, but thanksgiving.” 
Clearly, this warning could almost 
be responding to the definition 
of Jackass. The second verse has a 
broad and applicable instruction: 


“Everything A reaped --but not 


cial. ‘Everything 

is palintestbie’ll but not everything 

is constructive” (1 Corinthians 10: 
23, NIV). 

If you watching Jackass 

or other like it, I challenge 

you to find s constructive 


or beneficial in their cheap and 


perverted humour. I 
you to er what it is you are 


watching? If find something 
worthwhile, by all means 
keep watching — at your own risk. 


For those of who do not watch 


Jackass, | do you to find 
anything in it because 
I do not recommend that you find 


Jackass at all. «> 


paper, the Hamilton Spectator, which 
has just recently been “redesigned.” 
This redesign has managed to 
condense the Local, National, 
International, and Business sections 
into 20 pages, while a separate 
section of equal size is there 
expressly to inform the reader of the 
latest fashion and dietary trends, 
and to provide celebrity gossip. 
What used to be found only on the 
racks of grocery store checkout lines 
is now spoon-fed to us as part of a 
balanced breakfast. 

Since some children are able 
to recognize Britney Spears and 
Christina Aguilera before they 
recognize their own aunts and 
uncles, one has to wonder how 
this is affecting generations to 
come. Is this “star-studded” cast of 
dysfunctional icons becoming the 
role model for these children? It is 
easy to see that kids are essentially 
being encouraged to become slaves 
for this “not-so-Brady Bunch” 
whose behaviour and presentation 
are downright dirty. 

Why should this be occurring? 
Has the life of the average person 
become so mundane that society is 
“forced” to live vicariously through 
favourite popular culture icons? 
How can society teach kids to live 
respectable lives when their own 
lives are devoted to promoting the 
celebrity lifestyle by relishing in its 
problems? The majority of celebrity 
news involves some type of scandal, 
problem, or lawsuit (did somebody 
say Kobe?) that in no way affects the 
average person’s life. 

Let's go back to 1995 and the 
infamous O.J. Simpson trial. For 
more than a year, people were glued 
to CNN's live coverage of the ordeal 
that began with a low-speed car 
chase, and hours of misinformation 
and disinformation from the United 


States’ top lawyers. Why did 
this murder trial draw so much 
international attention? Simply 
because out of approximately 
1100 American women who are 
murdered by their spouses each 
year, this case involved someone 
famous. What about those 1099 
others? Were their lives not 
important enough or were their 
killers not famous enough for us to 
concern ourselves with them? 

Now we are in 2004. OJ. has 
finally been forgotten and now 
the “King of Pop” has taken his 
place. Having visited this issue 
once before, Michael Jackson’s 
association with child molestation 
has received even greater coverage 
the second time around than it was 
originally given. Why is this case 
so important? Is it the fact that 
parents are leaving their children 
under the watchful eye of a 45 
year-old man, or is it that his name 
is associated with one case of child 
molestation? Are the 1 out of every 
4 children who are molested in their 
lifetime less important because their 
molesters have failed to gain a level 
of stardom that befits such a great 
amount of attention? 

We believe that over-saturation 
of celebrities in the media is a 
reminder of man’s fallen nature. 
So what should be done about this 
situation? Can we Christians not 
take a stand against this problem? 
We believe that it is our duty to 
demote base issues such as these, 
and to promote a prioritized pattern 
of thought that can only be found 
and attained through Christ. So the 
next time you pick up a newspaper 
or access another media source, 
look into what is going on in the 
real world, and avoid getting caught 
up in the hype of the “Hollywood” 
lifestyle. «? 


“A Second Chance 
at Life” 


BY BRAD EGGINK 


It was October 27, 2001, a clear, 
brisk, late night when a young man 
left his friend’s house in Dunnville, 
Ontario, and was making his way 
to work along highway 20, moving 
towards Paris. All of life was at his 
fingertips, or so he thought. He 
had a good job, drove a brand new 
pickup truck and was making plans 
to get engaged that weekend; he 
even had the ring. Yet what we plan 
for ourselves and what God has in 
store for us are often not the same. 
An accident occurred that night, 
two young people and an unborn 
child were killed; the young man 
was in a coma for the next 3 weeks. 
What if you were given a second 
chance at life? How would you use 
it, and what would you do? 

Waking up that day was 
surreal. “What day is it?” the 
nurse questioned. In a completely 
spun-out and groggy state, I 
replied “October 27...1 think. What 
happened? Where am I? What's 
going on?” It was not October 
27. From that date, November 
18, my life had been completely 
changed. Not only had I been in 
a coma and lived through a tragic 
accident, I had been physically and 
emotionally scarred for the rest of 
my life. Third degree burns covered 
over half my body; fourth degree 
burns to my right leg resulted in 
a below-the-knee amputation. I 
had to learn how to walk all over 
again. A twisted and split femur 
bone and shattered left hip made it 
impossible for me to use my good 
leg for four months. My left elbow 
was shattered beyond recognition; 
seven surgeries were required to 
make it sixty-five percent usable 
and to try to make it look as close as 
possible to the real thing. Massive 
skin grafts were done to my legs, 
using my stomach and back as 
the most suitable donor sites: pain 
beyond imagination. Incredible 
nerve damage was done to my left 
leg due to the burns and breaks, 
resulting in an utter lack of feeling 
down the left side of my left leg and 
foot. My stay in the hospital totaled 
six and a half months; therapy 
would follow for the next year and 


a half. From October 27, 2001 to 
May 30, 2003, I would go through 
30 surgeries and the most extensive 
pain one could ever imagine. I walk 
now with a right leg prosthetic and 
a left foot brace; if you don’t know 
me you won't be able to tell, and 
this is the amazing grace. 

You see, God had something 
totally different in store for me 
than I had imagined. I'll never 
know exactly why that night had to 
occur. I'll never know exactly why 
two young people and an unborn 
child had to die to play a role in my 
life. But I do know that in all I went 
through, Christ was by my side 
every step of the way. Prayers went 
up across North America, and the 
Lord worked a miracle not only for 
me, but in me. The doctors gave me 
a mere 18 percent chance of living; 
they expected me to die. Ye here | 
am today, starting my life all over. 
Yes, there are things that I cannot do 
that I could two years ago, but there 
is so much more than I can do that 
I couldn't then. My faith in the Lord 
has grown so much and continues 
to grow each new day. I don’t know 
for sure where I'm going with my 
schooling, but that doesn’t matter, 
because I do know that this is where 
He wants me, and He is the only 
focus I need. Material possessions 
have come to mean little to me, 
when once they were what I strived 
for. Instead, living each new day for 
the Lord is what counts; showing 
His light through my walk in life is 
what matters. 

When you wake up in the 
morning, do you thank the Lord for 
the sun, or are you bitter because 
it is chilly outside? When you eat 
dinner, are you truly thankful for 
that food or is it taken for granted 
because it has been there every day? 
Do you use your God-given talents 
to help one another, or are you so 
self-involved that you forget about 
what is going on around you? You 
are young, and the world seems 
invincible; nothing could happen 
to you, you are in your prime, you 
have everything going for you! 

Believe me, | thought the same 
thing. One day I was given a second 
chance, Will you be given one? «? 


Page 4 


THE CROWN 


January 14, 2004 


Catholic-Reformational Mini- 
Conference a “Resounding Success” 


Scholars of 
different faiths 
present papers on 
the nature-grace 
dichotomy 


BY RICH GREYDANUS 


On November 27, nearly a month 
and a half ago, Redeemer had the 
privilege of hearing Dr. Eduardo J. 
Echeverria, of Sacred Heart Major 
Seminary in Detroit, Michigan 
present a Catholic perspective at 
a workshop entitled, “Aspects of 
Nature and Grace in Roman Catholic 
Thought.” 

The terminology in this title is 
well-known to those of us who attend 
Redeemer. We are introduced to the 
Reformed interpretation of Catholic 
thought in Interdisciplinary Studies 
121, where the dichotomy between 
things of Nature and of Grace is 
weighed on a balance and found to 
be wanting. But if Dr. Echeverria is 
to be seriously listened to, this may 
be more a philosophical caricature 
than an accurate description of the 
current trends in Catholic thought. 

Dr. Echeverria is a graduate of 
the Free University in Amsterdam, 
an institution long associated with 
the Refomational thought of Kuyper 
and Dooyeweerd. His knowledge of 
the intellectual tradition on which 
Redeemer founded is quite 
extensive since he was educated in 
it, though he himself has turned 
to the Catholic tradition and to the 
Neothomism found there. 

It wouldn’t do for Christians 
involved in academics to ignore the 


was 


contributions of their contemporaries 
in other traditions, and Dr. Jacob 
Ellens echoed this sentiment as he 
opened the workshop, which was 
co-sponsored by the Dooyeweerd 
Centre for Christian Philosophy, 
and Redeemer. The workshop was 
intended to provide an opportunity 
for Reformed Christians and 
Catholics to learn from each other. 

In the first of three presentations, 
Dr. Echeverria read his paper, 
“Nature and Grace in the Thought 
of Etienne Gilson: Points of 
Convergence with Reformational 
Thought.” In his estimation, there 
exist considerable _ similarities 
between the Catholic Gilson and, for 
example, Dooyeweerd. “What more 
can a Neocalvinist want?” was his 
concluding plea. 

After each presentation, the 
paper presented was critiqued. 
Dr. Bob Sweetman of the Institute 
for Christian Studies in Toronto, 
thanked Dr. Echeverria for his 
presentation, but he had several 
reservations concerning Echeverria’s 
interpretation of the Neocalvinist 
perspective. 

The second presentation was 
given by Redeemer’s own Dr. Al 
Wolters, who presented, “Some 
Thoughts on Nature and Grace in 
Contemporary Roman _ Catholic 
Biblical Scholarship.” He traced 
the developments of the trend that 
allows historical inquiry in Biblical 
scholarship to function without the 
guidance of Scripture. He provided 
examples of Catholic scholars who 
believed that the things known by 
faith (i.e. what the Catholic Church 
confesses as true) could in fact differ 
from solid historical evidence. 

Dr. George Vandervelde of the 
Institute for Christian Studies 
critiqued Dr. Wolters’ presentation, 


but it was from Dr. Echeverria that 
the strongest criticism came. He 
was quick to point out that every 


intellectual school has its own 
share of extremists and_ that.the 
examples Dr. Wolters had used 


were not themselves characteristic 


of mainstream Catholic Biblical 
scholarship, 
The final presentation, though 


not as well-attended as the previous 
two, deserves special mention. 
Dr. Ellens welcomed back Dr. 
Echeverria to present his paper, 
“John Paul Il’s Christian Vision 
of Intellectual Inquiry, Especially 
Christian Philosophy, in Fides et 
Ratio.” Dr. Ellens was particularly 
pleased at the opportunity to hear 
this presentation, as his upper-level 
Interdisciplinary course on Papal 
Encyclicals had covered the same 
topic. 

Dr. Ellens, who responded to 
the paper, was very grateful for Dr. 
Echeverria’s emphasis on the close 
tie between the use of human reason 
and the Christian faith found in Fides 
et Ratio. 

The conference ran nearly six 
hours and an estimated 180 people 
attended the three presentations. 

Dr. Echeverria had this to say in 
reaction to the conference: “I can 
only echo Al Wolters’ own comment 
to me in an email he sent after the 
conference: ‘It was a resounding 
success.” He appreciated the 
criticisms given to him by Dr. 
Sweetman and was glad that he was 
able to see, as he put it, ‘eye to eye’ 
with Dr. Ellens. 

One of the possible fruits of 
this conference ig a book that Dr. 
Echeverria is currently writing, 
tentatively titled, “Fides et Ratio: The 
Catholicand Neo-CalvinistTraditions 
in Critical Conversation.” «* 
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CAMPUS & AREA NEWS 


Green Team Works 


to Save 


Energy, 


Environment 


Composting made 
easy by dedicated 
students 


BY BRIANNA HAMMER 


Over the past few weeks, 
members of Redeemer’s 
environmental stewardship 


club, the Green Team, have been 
knocking on doors, spreading 
the word about the new campus 
compost program. In an attempt 


to make this year’s program 
more efficient, participation is 
completely voluntary; compost 


buckets, as well as instructions, 
are provided only for those who 
choose to take part. 

In addition to recycling, 
composting is a great way to show 
concern for the environment in on- 
campus living. Materials that can 
be placed in the compost include 
fruits, vegetables, coffee grinds, 
teabags, eggshells, and even paper 
towels. However, students may be 
concerned about the responsibility 
involved in taking part in the 
program -- namely, the emptying 
of the buckets and the potential 
odor that could result from its use. 
For this reason, compost buckets 
will be collected and emptied 
by Green Team volunteers on a 
weekly basis, and are lidded to 
prevent bugs and other unpleasant 
things from taking up residence in 
your kitchen. Note that buckets 
must be stored under the kitchen 
sink; any buckets found on porches 
will result in a fine. 

The friendly Green Team 
members who visited on-campus 


residences also discussed creative 
ways of conservation in everyday 
living. Simple steps, such as only 
aving one ketchup bottle open in 
the refrigerator at a time, are an 
easy way to reduce waste, and even 
your Market grocery bill. You can 
also save energy by turning off any 
lights when leaving an unoccupied 
room, or unscrewing any light 
bulbs that are not regularly used. 
Good ways to reduce water usage 
include turning the off the tap when 
brushing your teeth, and washing a 
number of dishes together instead 
of individually under a running 
tap. Participation in the existing 
recycling and compost programs 
goes a long way as well, and 
placing your newspapers in the 
Abitibi collection bin near second 
parking lot is a great move that also 
gives money back to the school. 

Another major factor in energy 
conservation is the responsible use 
of doors and windows -- there’s 
no need to raise the thermostat 
when the cold is streaming in 
through open windows during 
the winter months! Conservation 
does not have to be a major pain; 
simply making sensible choices 
in everyday living, requiring 
little or no effort, can make a big 
difference. 

TheGreenTeamalways welcomes 
new members who are interested 
in the conservation, preservation, 
and restoration of creation. Those 
interested in obtaining compost 
buckets and taking part in the 
program, or who want to join 
the Green Team, are encouraged 
to contact Gerry Alkema. 
(galkema@redeemer.on.ca) 
or Jakob Van Dorp 
(jvandor@redeemer.on.ca). «? 


Senate °03: 
New members, new ideas 
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them here at Redeemer. Although 
student turnout was disappointing, 
we were pleased with the attendance 
from those outside of the Redeemer 
community. 

Also during first semester, Senate 
came up with many new ideas 
and made many much-needed 
changes concerning social events, 
infrastructure, constitutions, and 
procedures in the school. One 
exciting new event implemented 
this year was City Kidz Day, run by 
our Spiritual and Service Committee 
(SASC). All those who participated 
in the cotton candy, games, and 
mini-events throughout that day had 
a great time. Not only that, $1,208.71 
was raised for a great cause, going 
towards the children cared for by 
City Kidz, Another change we made 
was an infrastructure change, the 
moving of the Commuter Lounge. 
If you take a short walk from the 


cafeteria up the stairs towards the 
former e-mail lounge you will find 
the new location of the Commuter 
Lounge. We hope and pray that this 
will better serve the needs of our 
commuting students. 

Senate also extends a huge 
welcome to Stephen VanderKlippe 
in his new position of General 
Senator. We are sad to lose Audrey 
Fawcett to the work force but are 
very excited to welcome Stephen to 
Senate as a voting member. 

The fall semester was very 
successful for Student Senate. In 
everything, we have been striving to 
serve Redeemer students to the best 
of our abilities and resources. Please 
pray for Senate and our upcoming 
events and decisions. We especially 
ask for prayer for the Winter Retreat 
which is happening January 16, 
17, and 18. Pray that God will be 
glorified in all of our decisions and 
actions, «* 
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Every few years, the hockey teams from “rival” schools Calvin and 
Redeemer go head-to-head. This year, the matchup was held on our 
home turf, November 28-29, though this didn’t offer much help to the 
Royals. The no-contact game Friday night was lost to Calvin 4-1, while 
the full-contact game Saturday was a true blow-out. On the plus side, 
over 900 students from both schools attended the two-night affair, paying 


only $2 for both games. 


CHRISTY PATERSON 


THE CROWN 


Over 85 students showed 
up for some fun on the ice 
January 10, at the Student 

Life-sponsored “Late Skate.” 


Held at Morgan Firestone | 


CAMPUS AND AREA NEWS /Page 5 


PHOTO NEWS IN BRIEF 


Friends, administrators, alumni and students of Redeemer gave thanks 
on Friday night for the Ontario government's initial accreditation of their 
Bachelor of Education program. The service included honoured guests 
including MPP Ted McMeekin and Hamilton Mayor Larry Di Ianni, 

plus greetings and congratulations from a number of Christian school 
associations. The B.Ed, program at Redeemer is expected to launch in 
September of 2004, 


Arena from 11 pm to | — 


midnight, the event received | — 
great feedback from happy | — 


students. The skate is sure to |) i” 


be a perennial favourite in 


the future. | y 


The 15th annual winter 
midnight breakfast was held 


in the Redeemer cafeteria | 


Wednesday, December 10. 
Over 250 students came, 
clad in bathrobes and their 
bedtime best, to be served 
eggs, bacon, danishes and 
other breakfast treats. As 
usual, Redeemer faculty and 
staff retained the honour of 
serving up the dishes, led by 
President Cooper (far right). 


The dawn of Wednesday, 
January 7 saw a large group 


The hot tub was the main attraction at the “Touch of Heaven” Rec 
Centre event, held in the thick of exam and paper season last semester, 

} December 1-3. Booked solidly from evening until the very wee hours, 

y the hot tub provided an oasis of comfort in a cold, tiring time. Sponsored 
by the Student Senate Activities committee, the event also featured 
massages and manicures. 


: 


of students huddled outside |p 


the ac ic building in the 
wee hours of the morning, 
waiting for the anticipated 
used-book sale. Another event 
sponsored and organized by 
Student Life, the sale sold 
almost 500 books, on behalf of 
220 students. Though the final 
tally hasn't been calculated 
yet, all extra proceeds go to the 
Mississippi and Amsterdam 
mission trips. 


CHRISTY PATERSON 
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RSTANDING 


Commuting Students Get 
Warmer Lounge 


New location in 
upstairs computer 
lab more central 


BY JAKE BELDER 


As a result of the combined efforts 
of Student Senate and Student Life, 
commuting students are no longer 
required to freeze in lonely solitude 
in a dark corner of the school. 

Last year the commuters were 
given a designated area in which 
to spend their time, behind the 
auditorium by the foundations 
professors’ offices. The school 


provided them with a sufficient 
amount of couches and chairs, as 
well as a number of lockers, but 
many students were dissatisfied 
with the area due to the fact that 
temperatures in that corner of the 
school were regularly ten degrees 
colder than anywhere else. More 
significantly, however, commuters 
felt separated from the rest of the 
student body, being seen only by 
those who chose to enter or exit the 
school from the doors in that corner. 

Things have changed now. A 
suggestion was made _ that the 
commuters be given the area above 
the main foyer where the blocks of 
old computers were located. After 
a few weeks of observation, it was 


Students relax, study, 
commuter lounge. 


and socialize in the newly relocated 


determined that not enough people 
use the area to warrant its continued 
existence. Plans were set in motion, 
all the furniture from the old location 
was moved upstairs, and one block 
of the old computers was removed. 
There are five computers left to be 
used by anyone who wishes to do 
so. 

The new lounge has many benefits 
for commuters, including placing 
them at the hub of school activity and 
locating them near important places 
such as the cafeteria, bookstore, and 
library. Another major benefit is that 
they now have a heated place to sit. 

Plans for continued upgrades to 
the area are still being thought up, 
and anyone who has ideas of how 
to do so is encouraged to 
either fill out a student 
concern form outside of 
the Senate office, talk to a 
member of Student Senate, 
or talk to the commuting 
student representatives 
from Student Life: Theresa 
Heikoop and = Carola 
Vanderspek. 

All commuting students 
are invited to make use 
of this new lounge, and 
on-campus students 
are welcome to visit as 
well. Both Senate and 
Student Life hope that 
this arrangement — will 
be satisfactory until the 
new student recreation 
"] centre, set to include a 
H fully-equipped commuting 


DANPosTMA Student lounge, is built. « ? 
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ARTS AND CULTURE 


The Last Samurai Tackles Honour, Tradition, Spirituality 


Despite 
indestructible 
hero and glorified 
violence, film on 
Japanese culture 
worth watching 


BY DAN POSTMA 


At first glance, Edward Glick’s 
latest film The Last Samurai appears 
to be another horrific white-saviour 
tale, born of the politically-correct 
Hollywood mold valuing fantasy 
over history. The film stars All- 
American superstar Tom Cruise 
who, after receiving less than a 
year of training, of swordsmanship, 
regularly defeats expert Japanese 


ninja and samurai, who _ have 
presumably been training since 
birth. Japan’s youthful Emperor 
Meiji (Shichinosuke Nakamura) 


only appears to understand Japanese 
samurai culture when the white- 
skinned American shows him. This 
kind of script should breed nothing 
but contempt among Japanese and 
other non-Americans sick of high- 
handed American fantasy, right? 

Wrong. Despite being a relative 
flop in North American box offices, 
The Last Samurai has been a hit in 
Japan. While the film grossed $90 
million on just over 2400 domestic 
American screens, in Japan, only 
482 screens pulled in a total of $60 
million. The question is, why have 
Japanese presumably 
most vulnerable to indiscretions in 
the film, made this movie a hit in 
their country? 

The plot of the movie centres on 
Captain Algren, a former Civil War 
captain haunted by memories of past 
slaughters and battlefield horrors. 
He is offered a job training Japanese 
soldiers how to fight with modern 
guns, cannons and other weapons. 
Well before his troops are combat- 
ready, Algren is sent to fight an 
army of Japanese rebels, reportedly 
armed with only bows and swords. 
Predictably, the underdog rebels 
wipe the undisciplined, 
unprepared troops, but just before 
Algren is killed, he is saved by an 
order from the rebel leader. 

Enter Katsumoto (Ken Watanabe), 
the chief of the victorious samurai. 
Wishing to learn more about his 
enemy, he has Algren brought to 
his village high in the Japanese 
mountains. There Algren slowly 
recovers from his wounds, under the 
care of Taka (known only as Koyuki), 
a woman whose husband Algren 
killed in battle. Algren spends 


audiences, 


out 


BY DR. TIMOTHY EPP, 
ASSISTANT PROFESSOR OF 
SOCIOLOGY 


A number of artists reviewed 
in the pages of Paste magazine 
have been showing up at 
The Underground, located in 
downtown Hamilton. While this is 
not a Christian establishment, and 
it does serve alcohol (as always, use 
discretion in these places), there 
are some promising, musical acts 
coming, there in the near future: 

Cash Brothers, Feb 7, The 
Underground: The duo of Andrew 
Cash (Canadian folk-rock hero) 
and Peter Cash (ex-Rheostatics) 
has received critical acclaim, and 
publicity in the pages of Paste. 
You can hear their alt-country/folk 
songs of life and struggle on Feb. 7 

The Sadies, Feb 20, The 
Underground: A Toronto-based 
alt-country group that has also 
received Paste publicity. They 
performed at last year’s Festival of 
Friends. 


Greater Hamilton 
Concert Calendar 


As Christians, we are called to be in the world but not of it, 
discerning the spirits that inform every aspect of our lives. This column 
provides recommendations for life-affirming live music in the Hamilton 
area, in an invitation to each of us to engage responsibly in this process 
of cultural discernment. 


months living among the samurai, 
gradually learning some of their 
customs, and developing a respect 
for their discipline, spirituality 
and devotion to tradition. Slowly, 
Algren’s character integrates into the 
village, and he begins to feel loyal 
to it. This loyalty is immediately 
tested when more troops arrive to 
stomp out the rebellious samurai, 
and Algren chooses to fight with 
Katsumoto, and defend what he has 
come to love. 

Interwoven through this story 
are episodes of political intrigue, 
as advisors to the Emperor try to 
steer his decisions on arms deals 
with American ambassadors, and 
on relations with the samurai. 
The Emperor is young, and 
though clearly trying to respect 
the traditions and honour of the 
samurai, he also wants to bring to 
his people the fruits of military and 
industrial progress. His indecision 
continues through much of the film, 
alienating Katsumoto and American 
salesmen alike. 

The primary theme of the movie 
questions the value of protecting 
the old versus embracing the new. 
Japanese customs frequently clash 
with Western concepts of progress; 
old advisors have different agendas 
than the boyish Emperor. The 
alcoholic Captain Algren, trying 
to avoid his past, learns to value 
tradition above all else. Most of all, 
implements of ancient weaponry 
such as swords and bows are 
juxtaposed against modern 
Howitzers and Winchester rifles. 
The thrust of the film is decided on 
two fronts: firstly in the moment 
when the victorious troops cower in 
shame in front of their machine guns 
and artillery, and secondly when the 
Emperor dismisses his manipulative 
advisor and rejects the American 
arms dealer. Here, the director 
clearly tries to portray a Japanese 
people choosing their own historical 
tradition over a Westernized future 
of progress. 

Some of the film’s characters are 
extremely well-developed, while 
others are not done justice. Ken 
Watanabe delivers an_ excellent 
performance as Katsumoto, 
showcasing both martial arts skills 
and screen charisma. Taka, Algren’s 
nurse and  Katsumoto’s _ sister, 
shows grace and poise in her role 
as a conflicted widow, torn between 
loyalty to her dead husband and 
affection for Algren. As for Cruise 
himself, while showing some flashes 
of excellence, particularly when 
he is tormented by nightmares of 
his military past, his character is 
generally cliché, and _ frequently 
sappy. Perhaps he is crippled by his 


profile: it was impossible to view 


Luther Wright & the Wrongs, 
Mar 12, The Underground: 
Another Canadian alt-country 
band from the pages of Paste, 
another band that played at the 
Festival of Friends last year. Catch 
them on March 12. 

Take note that Jacob Moon is 
coming, to Redeemer University 
College on January 30 at 8pm. 
Jacob is a Christian artist that has 
received critical acclaim, and has 
performed several times at RUC. 

Also coming up: Concerts on 
TV. Last year I mentioned the 
show “Austin City Limits,” a show 
that has been bringing quality 
artists to TV for over 20 years. For 
those of you who want to remain 
on the couch for your concerts, 
you can catch the following in the 
upcoming weeks on “Austin City 
Limits”: Fridays at 11:30 pm on 
WNED: 

Ben Harper: Jan. 23 

Rodney Crowell: Jan. 20 


him without recognizing one 
of the biggest movie stars in 
the world. 

The film portrays a 
Japanese culture deeply 
rooted in spirituality — not 
Christianity, but rather a 
sort of fatalism. Concepts 
such as destiny and vague 
mysticism are mentioned 
frequently, such as Algren’s 
musing, shortly before battle, 
“1 think a man cannot know 
his destiny. He can only do 
what he can, until his destiny 
is revealed.” Katsumoto is 
also regularly seen chanting 
and meditating in the village 
temple. The topic of God, or 
divine intervention in the 
village or in the samurai’s 
battles, is never brought up. 
The closest mention the film 
gives to institutional religion occurs 
as Algren becomes attached to his 
samurai home, when he comments, 
“I've never been a church-going 
man, but there is something deeply 
spiritual about this place.” Not 
much for the watching believer to 
chew on. 

It should be mentioned that the 
trend of increasing glorification 
of violence finds no respite in 
this movie, as one might expect. 
The Last Samurai 
violent battles, including a_ final 
gory showdown’ where _high- 
tech gunpowder weapons assert 
their brutal authority. While not 
equaling the violence of other recent 
swordplay-related films such as 


features several 


Captain Nathan Algren (Tom Cruise) leads the charge of the samurai in a 
dramatic, violent scene of The Last Samurai. 


Gladiator or Kill Bill, some of the Lord 
of the Rings-esque camera pans of 
epic battles give the viewer reason to 
cringe and turn away. 

Some critics suggest that the film’s 
success in Japan is an indication the 
film is not really about a Caucasian 
saving the savages at all. Indeed, 
Algren spends much of the movie 
observing and assimilating Japanese 
customs and way of life, and in end 
the samurai don’t change for him 
— he changes for them. Advocates 
of The Last Samurai argue that 
perhaps it is precisely because Mr. 
America doesn’t end up saving the 
day that the film hasn’t found much 
success in North America, but is a 
hit internationally (where America’s 


reputation has never been lower). 

Though suffering from a 
Hollywood ending, and plagued 
by yet another indestructible main 
character, The Last Samurai offers 
insight into a Japanese culture 
at odds with itself on the crux of 
progress, trying to keep tradition and 
custom from fading into the horizon. 
The violence is not unbearable, and 
some of the individual performances 
nearly make the film on their own. 
It is an entertaining tale, and if the 
viewer can wade through the joyless 
discussion of destiny and mystic 
spirituality, the film is worth a ticket 
ora rental. « ? 


Return of the King 
Awes Audiences 


Finale of Tolkien 
trilogy does not 
disappoint 


BY AMY BINDER 


With baited breath I squirmed 
in my seat on December 17, 2003, 
counting down the moments until 
the lights would go down and | 
would finally see Return of The King, 
the final chapter of J.R-R. Tolkien’s 
beloved Lord of the Rings trilogy. I 
was sure that this one would be the 
best film of the three, and when the 
lights came up three and a half hours 
later, | was not disappointed. 

Director Peter Jackson remained 
fairly true to the books I have 
loved reading since grade nine. 
Although he moved various plot 
points to better fit the attention span 
of the average film viewer, I felt 
that he stayed true to the essence 
of the story. Sure, the purist in me 
wanted to see Shelob, the oversized 
arachnid, in the second film The Two 
Towers, and | was enraged that the 
Houses of Healing and the Scouring 


of the Shire were left out of the story, 
and I was just downright confused 
as to why Arwen’s life force was 
supposedly connected to the Ring. I 
can overlook the omissions, however, 
knowing, that the extended version 
of Return of the King is supposed to 
be five hours long. 

In the first two films, we 
discovered that the evil force Sauron 
forged a few rings for the races of 
Middle Earth, and then secretly 
made one for himself that would 
control all the others. Power-greedy 
human Isildur foolishly took this 
ring, and it betrayed him to his 
death. Return of the King opens with 
the continuing history of the ring, 
beginning when Deagol finds it and 
fellow hobbit Smeagol murders him 
in order to claim it. This back-story 
was quite helpful, and allowed 
Andy Serkis, the voice behind the 
computer-generated marvel, to be 
seen as an actor in his own right. This 
teaser also allowed the audience to 
re-enter Middle Earth if they hadn't 
had the opportunity to view the first 
two movies over again before going 
to see the final film. 

After the teaser, the viewer was 


Sam and Frodo, above, and comrades Merry and Pippen finally return to the Shire in the much-anticipated 


reintroduced to the members of 
the Fellowship and immediately 
plunged into the quest to destroy 
the ring. We followed Frodo, Sam, 
and Gollum up the staircase at 
Cirith Ungol, through Shelob’s Lair, 
and into Mordor, right to the Crack 
of Doom. We rode with Gandalf and 
Pippin from Isengard to Gondor, 
and watched as_ steward-king 
Denethor descended into madness, 
sending his son Faramir on an 
impossible mission to regain the 
city of Osgiliath, before snapping 
completely and deciding to sacrifice 
his warrior son by fire. We marched 
with Aragorn, Legolas, and Gimli 
into the Paths of the Dead and 
cheered as the undead entered the 
battle at Pelennor Fields, ending 
a purgatorial sentence and saving 
the day. We laughed at Legolas and 
Gimli’s continued mission to kill 
more than the other had, cried as 
the people of Middle earth bowed to 
the hobbits, and clapped as the end 
credits began rolling. 

Return of the King is a stunning 
piece of cinema, and a powerful 
conclusion to a timeless story | know 
I'll be watching again and again. «? 


Return of the King. Labelled by many as the best of the trilogy, Return of the King marks Peter Jackson’s third 
straight nomination for the Director's Guild of America Awards. 
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Looking Up for Vertical Horizon 


After long wait, new 
album Go proves 
refreshing and fun 


BY TIM DYKSTRA 


Vertical Horizon released their 
second album this past September. 
Go is a follow-up to their extremely 
popular debut Everything You Want. 
As of yet, however, the popularity 
of Go is nowhere near that of its 


predecessor. 

Perhaps the reason Go | 
hasn’t gained the same | 
popularity is because the 


five-year wait was too long 
to hold a fan base. In fact, 
most readers are probably 
now thinking “I haven't 
heard Everything You Want 
in ages,” and most haven't 
even considered Vertical 
Horizon for several years. 
Go has been out for nearly 
4 months and it seems most 
people haven't even heard of it. This 
is quite a decline from Everything 
You Want, whose title track was in 
the top five “Most Played Songs” 
of 2000. But, of course, five years 
between albums is not a great way 
to maintain a base of support. The 
new album is getting little radio- 
play and has almost entirely flown 
under the radar of critics. It seems 
the only people currently interested 
in this new album are die-hard fans 
of the band. Apparently, for Go to be 
a success, Vertical Horizon is going 
to have to start over and break into 
the mainstream once again. 


In my opinion, however, the 
five years of delays were worth 
the wait. Everything You Want was 
an impressive introduction to the 
mainstream: solid vocally, great 
musically, and superb _ lyrically. 
Go endures with amazing lyrics 
and solid vocals, but the band has 
expanded their variety in musical 
styles, giving a more energetic feel 
to their sound, 

The lyrics themselves are a good 
enough reason to give this album 
a listen. Typically, they include 
heart-felt prose about life and 


love, sung with conviction and 
feeling. The entire album is full of 
strong lyrics which are generally 
both inspirational and_ positive. 
One line, “No, I don’t want to be 
another echo echo,” reflects a search 
for individuality in a world of 
anonymity. “I’m Still Here” laments 
wanting to change for someone 
else but not being able, because 
“everything you want from me is 
something I could never be.” Vertical 
Horizon questions those things that 
most people contemplate, allowing 
listeners to identify. 

The lyrics, in fact, have allowed 


Vertical Horizon to join the likes of 
Evanescence, Lifehouse and Creed. 
These groups are not necessarily 
likened in musical styles, but each 
have been labeled a “Christian 
band.” Vertical Horizon has rejected 
this title, though it is not difficult to 
see the influence of Christianity in 
the themes of some of their songs. 
“Prayer for an Innocent Man,” 
released while they were still 
independent of a label, has been said 
to be inspired by Psalm 17. Other 
songs are about purely human 
relationships, but as a reviewer 
on Epinions.com wrote, 
“On some tracks the line 
between relationship with 
lover and _ relationship 
with higher power are 
blurred.” While the 
band discards the label 
“Christian,” they do 
encourage their fans and 
concert-goers to pull their 
own message from the 
lyrics, 

Allin all, the album is a 
strong follow up. Go is an 
effective sophomore album, which 
is a difficulty achievement for many 
bands. Some tracks to check out are 
the album's first single, “I’m Still 
Here,” as well as “Goodbye Again,” 
“One of You” and “When You 
Cry.” After a five-year wait, there is 
reason to be afraid that the band you 
once loved in the past may be too 
different, but this album puts those 
fears to rest. If you liked Everything 
You Want, you should certainly 
check out Go, but if Vertical Horizon 
wasn’t your cup of tea in the past, 
this album will not likely change 
your mind. €? 
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An Afternoon 
with Al Moritz 


Intellectual poet 
shares views on 
anarchy and faith 


BY NATHAN STRETCH 


On Thursday, December 
the Fourth, Dr. Al Moritz read 
selections of his award-winning 
poetry to a small but receptive 
group of students and professors 
in Redeemer’s board room. On 
the same day, a couple of hours 
prior to the reading, a small group 
of students and I were afforded 
the opportunity to talk with Dr. 
Moritz. Moritz confessed that this 
was his first time on Redeemer’s 
campus, and seemed fascinated 
by the relationship between the 
Reformed faith and an institution 
of higher learning as he pressed us 
for particulars of the structure and 
academic make-up of Redeemer. 

It is not surprising that Moritz 
is interested in the relationship 
between faith and academia. Moritz 
is currently an associate professor 
at the University of Toronto as 
well as a practising Catholic. He 
is also a self-proclaimed anarchist. 
Moritz’s reconciliation of anarchy, 
traditionally an anti-institutional 
theology, to Catholicism and 
institutions of higher learning was 
addressed prior to the reading 
in our own private discussions, 
and during the question period 
following Moritz’s reading. 
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Moritz replied to questions 
concerning the relationship 
between his anarchist political 


theory and his faith and poetry 
by referring to himself as a 
“palimpsest.” A  palimpsest is 
a reusable calf-skin parchment. 
Before each use, the previous 
writings are scraped from the 
hide to allow for fresh writings. 
However, the previous markings 
are never totally erased but remain 
underneath, creating a shadowy, 
layered effect. While the writings 
may have nothing to do with one 
another, they are related through 
a shared surface plane. In this 
way, Moritz is a palimpsest. He 
explained that while his views on 
politics, religion, and education 
may not be complementary to each 
other, they are related in his being. 
They are synthesized in him. 

Moritz fielded questions of 
this nature, as well as all other 
questions, in an academic manner. 
He exhausted all possible avenues 
of inquiry in lengthy, extremely 
satisfying answers. During the 
question and answer period as well 
as during the reading itself, the 
intellectual tradition of his poetry, 
as well as the academic prowess 
of the author, was revealed to the 
delight of the audience. Moritz 
created a magical atmosphere as 
he interacted smoothly with a 
number of his own anthologies of 
poetry, reading with the ease and 
emphasis of an author comfortable 
in his skin and confident in his 
material. 
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Re-educating the 
masses with the 
true story of dust 


BY TIM DYKSTRA 


There is a fine line between sanity 
and insanity, dnd that line is the 
dust line. The dust line has been an 
aggravation for most people for a 
very long time. The bane of janitors, 
housecleaners, and children doing 
chores, it is the single most frustrating 
occurrence in the world today. The 
frustration this infamous stripe of evil 
generates is where it received one of its 
nicknames: “Frust.” However, it is a 
securely-concealed fact that this line 
has been an avoidable annoyance for 
many years. Despite the punishment I 
may face for revealing these facts, I feel 
that the truth must be known. 

Perhaps to understand the root of 
this conspiracy we must go back to 
where it all started. Late one August 
night in 1738, in the small town of 
Lancashire, just outside of Manchester, 
a man named Bernard Dustington 
stumbled upon something dangerous. 
While trying to create a pair of 
metallic socks, Dustington mistakenly 
created dust. Realizing the evil he 
had just spawned, Dustington hid all 
knowledge of dust and vowed never to 
release the awful power it held. 

However, Dustington was getting on 
in years, and he died a mere five years 
after that fateful day. His sister, rightful 
heir to the childless Dustington’s 
estate, came to claim her inheritance. 


DIVERSIONS 


The Conspiracy of the Dust Line 


While doing this, her husband Charles 
Rubbermaid IV, Dustington’s brother- 
in-law, discovered Bernard’s secret. 
He, understanding the evil he would 
unleash, greedily and secretly released 
the dust into the world, recognizing 
the fortunes it could produce for 
himself and his heirs. Rubbermaid 
immediately began to produce 
products such as brooms, dustpans 
and other cleaning devices, which 
would at least temporarily alleviate 
the population’s fear of dust. 

As the 1900s commenced and 
consumerism began, the market 
for cleaning devices soared. The 
Rubbermaid family began to realize 
that it would need to expand its 
horizons if it wanted be able to hide its 
secret past. So it expanded into several 
areas including other types of plastic 
products, such as storage devices. 
The Rubbermaids also realized that it 
would be very difficult to monopolize 
the entire cleaning supplies industry. 
This is when the secret convention 
known as the Coalition of Dust 
Eliminators, or C.O.D.E., began. 
Notable members of the coalition were 
giants such as S.C. Johnson, Proctor & 
Gamble, and Oskar. The coalition was 
responsible for the “re-education” of 
the masses to believe that dust had 
always existed, as well as for making 
sure that the market for these cleaning 
supplies would always be in demand. 

This is where the conspiracy of 
the dust line starts. During one of 
the annual C.O.D.E meetings it was 
discovered that one way to keep 
floors dirty, and thus encourage 
further purchases, was to make 
dustpans have a ridge high enough 


to make comple’ cleaning of the dirt 
impossible, would eventually 
be followed up by several products 
and marketing ¢ campaigns designed 
to specifically alleviate the pain of 
dust lines. rowing the insanity 
that these columns of dirt create, 
consumers would undoubtedly be 
taken in by supposed “dust-line free” 
dustpans. This would hardly ease the 
frustration, however, since the dust 
lines were merely smaller. This would 
cause consumers to attempt to find the 
ultimate dustpan which will collect 
all the dust swept up, leaving none 
in a frustrating streak across the floor, 
This search would be to no avail, as 
dustpan after dustpan only “virtually” 
eliminates dust lines, without fully 
eradicating them, 

This. is a little-known secret, 
and many have died attempting to 
publicize this information. Well, 
perhaps not died, but I’m sure some 
were injured, Well, maybe the only 
things injured are my eyes as a result 
of sitting at the computer far too late 
at night, for much too long, typing 
up wild conspiracies and drinking 
cup after cup of coffee. But while this 
may not be THE conspiracy behind 
the dust line, there must be some sort 
of foul play behind the scenes, With 
technology as it is today there must 
be some way of eliminating that stripe 
of pure evil. If 1 go missing, you will 
know | have discovered something 
that was not Suppose -d to be found; 
a truth which rich men wished to 
keep hidden. Or maybe I will just 
be off getting pizza. But remember: 
everything you think you know about 
dust is wrong. ©” 
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ACROSS 

1. Decreased gradually 
6. Org. relative 

11, Stogie 

16. Reach a high point 
21. In the sky 

22. Nothing 

23. Thoroughbred 

24. Intuition 

25. Entices 

26. Ridge in mountains 
27. Loos or Ekberg 

28. Musical passage, for 
short 

29. Curve shape 

30. Hemorrhaged 

31. Bug killer 

33. Corpsman 

35, Legal matter 

36. Sowing need 

38, Crimson 
39."“Much __ About 
Nothing” 

40. Soak flax 

41, Female sheep 

42. Vast region 

44. Rattling noise 

48, Use a sickle 

51, Charge 

54. Norse god of thunder 
55. Surrounded by 

57. Felt the absence of 
61. Jeer at 

62. Kitchen VIP 

63. Inclined (with “to”) 
65. Small (prefix) 

66. Roster 

67. Like some skirts 
70. Hearsay 

72. Spicy 


73. Museum’s contents 135. Wrath 18.__ nous 95. Distant 

74. Departed 136. Mongrel dog 19. Hardware item 96, Channel for water 
75. Billy ~_ Williams 137. Impress clearly 20. The ones over there 98 Swiftly 

77. Cloth of flax 141. Annoy 30, Creamy cheese 99. Shore bird 

79. Poem 142. Goddess of 32, Round mark 102, Unit of work 

80. Before very long agriculture 34. Particular 103, Antitoxins 

82. Dine 144, Vitality 37. Discourage 105. Plant life of a region 
83, Water down 145. Clock part 39, Skyward 109, Rational 

85. Deceived 146. Regret 43. Former JFK arrival 111. _— task 

87. Grinding tooth 147, Fill with joy 44. Swindle 112. Ineline 

89. Place 149, Type of play 45. The “it” game 114, Totality 

90, Acquired 151. To pieces 46, African ruler 115, stage signal 

91. Ibsen's “___ Gabler” 153. Memorize 47. Small stream 117, cat 

92, River in England 155. Giant god 49. Goal 119, Distress call letters 
94. A short jacket 156. Long-plumed bird 50. Greek letter 121, Identical 

96. In favour of 157. Unriddle 51, Book of maps 123, Outdistance 

97. Stalemate 158, Willow rod 52. City in Egypt 124. Credit or calling, 
100. Scull 159, Exhausted 53. By common practice 126, Crossed, as a stream 
101. Web-footed birds 160, College big shots 54. Larceny 128, Dessert item 

104, Rather or Quayle 161. Direct the course of 56. Actress ___ Moore 129, Orion was one 

105. Pipe for smoke 162. Neverland girl 58. Prize for a student 130. Aids and ___. 

106. Spring 59, destroy 131. A flower 

107. Kimono sash DOWN 60. Was overly fond 132, Playing marble 

108. Gown 1, UK country 62. Lucid 134, Combine 

110. Hermit 2, Maltreat 64,____ sequitur 136, Whittle 

112. Food fish 3, Scandinavian 67. Gratified 138, Instruct 

113, Purple colour 4. Holiday time 68. Used a blue pencil 139, Made healthy again 
116. Eminent 5. __ Plaines 69. Dover’s state (abbr.) 140, Ford or Winkler 
118. Kind of economics —_6, Showry flower 61. Sports official 142, Penny 

119. Cut 7, Fathered 76, City in Oregon 143, Poet ___. Teasdale 
120, Tool for engraving 8. Toboggan 78. Give assent 144, Butter squares 

122, ___ Domini 9. Abbr. in a calendar 81.___ de plume 145, Robust 

123. Achy 10, Cheese variety 83. Payable 148, Get brown at the 
124.James Fenimore_—s‘11:1. Talk 84, Rocky hill beach 

125, Frond 12. Charged particle 86. Unmatched 150, Fellows 

127. Japanese vegetable 13. Ghastly 88, Table part 152. Olla 

dish 14. Daisy-like flower 89. Gift 153, “How __ can you 
129. Lid fastener 15. School book 91. Dwelling gor” 

130, One __ _ time 16, Stylish 92. Implements 154. Native of (suffix) 
133. A parent 17. Try for office 93. Behaviour pattern SOLUTION ON PAGE 4 


the whole time.” 


bangs.” 


NOTABLE QUOTABLES 


“Plus which he was fat. Well, I shouldn't say fat - 
he had an ample girth.” 
- Professor Wolters, speaking of Thomas Aquinas 


“I never trust anyone. That’s why I’m still alive.” 
- Hobbe Smit 


“If we took away the Tim Horton’s or McDonalds on 
a long trip, imagine what Norm (Hamilton) would be 
like - oh, we'd kill him anyways, he’d be complaining 


Of CS students: “Am I ever not confused by you weird 
people who know too many things?” 
- Carolyn Bulk 


“I am not crying, my retina got scratched.” 
- Jon Buma 


After glancing at an instructional transit video called 
“Jesse Rides the Bus”: 
“Jesus rides the bus?” 


“Hey, I’m a child of the ‘80s. I can’t resist a man with 
- Sharon Klassen 


“Professors are not supposed to make money, it’s an 
unwritten law. You'll be happy to know it’s never 
broken at Redeemer.” - Dr. Loney 


“I, for one, am glad I am not married to John Vriend.” 
- Dr. Jacob Ellens 


- Mrs. Chiang 


- Amanda Lak 


Royals Hockey Doing 
Well, But Facing 
Roster Holes 


Talented, committed 
players spark 
improvement on last 
year 


BY JOSEPH GROENEVELD 


The Royals hockey team began with 
high hopes for a winning season. The 
veterans wanted to erase the memories 
of last year’s less-than-par season, and 
with many rookies on the squad, a 
fresh start was possible. Thus far, the 
team has had a very successful season, 
as revealed by the standings. As of 
December 30, the Royals were tied for 
2™ place in the 12-team league, with an 
impressive 9-3 record-a start that both 
coach Ron Oppertshauser and the team 
had expected. 

So what's the difference between 
this year’s team and last year’s? First, 
the team’s offence has increased due to 
contributions from all three lines and 
the defence. Second, penalties have 
greatly decreased, resulting in fewer 
power plays for opponents. Third, solid 
defence has reduced scoring chances, 
thus keeping the opposition’s scoring 
low. 

Let’s looks at several aspects of the 
team to evaluate their performance so 
far this season. 


FORWARDS 

The loss of last year’s top line prowess 
has been all but forgotten thanks to the 
likes of rookie Jeremy Stratsma, and 
veterans Josh Thiessen and Scott “the 
bull” Reckman, Stratsma has been 
leading the team’s scoring the entire 
season, and his stellar play earned him 
“Royal of the Month” for December. 
Josh leads the team in goals with 8 in 
11 games, while Scott has rediscovered 
his soft touch around the net, and 
creates lots of room for his linemates. 
Dave DeGraaf has been the Royals’ best 
defensive forward and has provided 
important leadership. Overall, the 
forwards have been using their speed, 
passing, and cycling well to get shots 
on goal. However, they need to bury 
their chances; if they do, winning will 
become easier, 


DEFENSE 

Veterans Justin Anjema and Josh 
“Field General” Baxter have provided 
great rushes and offence thus far, while 
Derek Pasma, Tommy Smith, Nate 
VanBenthem, and Sammy Overduin 
have been rock-solid defensively. As 
a whole, the defence have kept the 


opposition from quality scoring chances, 
and have stayed out of the penalty box. 


GOALTENDING 

Cory D. McArthur has been stellar 
between the pipes, responding well 
in pressure situations. He continues 
to focus on improving his control of 
rebounds and positioning. 


SPECIAL TEAMS 

The Royals have cycled the puck 
around well on the power play, led 
by the nifty puck-handling of Chris 
Kotan. They are 4" in the league with 
6 PP Goals. The Royals’ penalty kill, 
headed by Dave DeGraaf, has been 
excellent. They use a “tight box” format 
which keeps offenders shooting from 
the outside. They have the league’s 2™ 
best penalty-killing record, in addition 
to having scored the most shorthanded 
goals, 


COACHING 

HDCH Phys-ed_ teacher Ron 
Oppertshauser has been so great that he 
may have a contract extension already 
in place with the club. He knows other 
teams’ strengths and weaknesses well, 
but focuses on utilizing the Royals’ 
strengths and improving their weak 
points. He has instilled a solid work 
ethic in the team. As well, he emphasizes 
tight back-checking and playing well 
without the puck -- both key aspects to 
the hockey team that were not always 
present in the past. Most importantly, 
he encourages each player to put Christ 
in the centre of their lives, whether in 
hockey, schoolwork, or friendships. 


FUTURE 

As the second semester is now the 
present, the team loses centremen 
Stratsma and Thiessen. These two have 
been key players to the Royals’ success 
thus far, and will be greatly missed. 
However, coach Ron and defenseman 
Norm Hamilton have laced up the 
skates several times for the squad, and 
will continue to do so when needed. 
Also, Sammy expects to be off the injury 
reserve and back on the blue-line by 
mid-February. 


If the Royals continue to work hard, 
move the puck quickly, stay disciplined, 
and implement a solid defence, their 
winning ways should carry on deep into 
the playoffs. As well, all the forwards 
must step up their games and score 
more goals, particularly against the top 
teams. In conclusion, the team thanks 
the fans for their unbelievable support 
and hopes to give them exciting hockey 
in the future. ¢? 
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